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May 25, 2018 

Logan, UT - We filed this suit in the hopes that it will spur the district to change what we 

believe to be an obviously unconstitutional policy. The district has taken the position that 

cheerleaders are not athletes and accordingly have fewer rights to free speech. Specifically, the 

district's Title IX department has expressed that cheerleaders should have more significant 

restrictions on their use of social media than football players or other athletes at the school. We 

find it offensive that the district does not consider her, or other cheerleaders, athletes, but even 

worse that she has fewer rights because of it.  

 

This is not an instance in which this young woman was engaging in hate speech or bullying, this 

was a teenager singing along to a song on the radio with her friends and that song happened to 

have curse words in it. And because she did what young people do today and recorded it, she is 

being punished by a policy that is clearly overly broad and we believe applied unfairly in this 

case.  

 

This was a video shared among friends of a few girls singing along to a song, not on school 

grounds, not at a school event or even directed at the school. This policy, if applied as it was in 

this case, reaches children in their homes, churches and into every aspect of a student's life and 

they are not free to express themselves even amongst their friends at a critical time in their 

development where expression should be encouraged. It also supplants the parental role as 

teachers of immorality and administrators of discipline to their children in the own home. This 

young woman is not just fighting for her freedom of speech, but for the freedoms of her fellow 

students. 

 

	


