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No one has been affected more by these boy’s actions than Deserae.  

  

Deserae is an amazing young woman.  While it is of course heartbreaking to see her life 

change so dramatically in an instant, we still see a loving, friendly, determined girl who 

is strong, who is brave, and who is a fighter.  

 

What these boys did is the worst evil our family has ever known.  Even through dark 

days and long nights, Deserae works to rise above it and continues to have a sense of 

humor. Her love of music, art, movies, people, animals and her faith is helping her to 

heal. She is a friend to everyone, and as you have seen, her smile is contagious. 

  

Our lives continue to be touched by so many, recently I read this post about our Des, 

quote, “It isn’t everyday we find a hero or a miracle or meet a survivor. I have found a 

hero, a miracle, and a survivor.” This is our Des. 

  

Today the judge has ordered Jayzen Decker to ___ years to life.  As you can imagine, 

we have experienced many feelings and emotions. Our family has felt heartache, 

sorrow, and frustration, but we have also felt love, concern, and the greatness of others 

in so many ways. The decisions that were made the afternoon of February 16th cannot 

be changed and this senseless act of violence cannot be reversed, but through this 

tragedy we have seen miracles and continue to be blessed. One of the greatest 

miracles is that Deserae is here with us. 

  

  

Our family has been touched by many acts of goodwill and generosity.  Thank you to all 

who contribute to the Go Fund Me or the America First account.  These are instrumental 



in getting Deserae the extensive therapy she needs.   We, as a family, thank everyone 

for everything they have done to help our family.  May the Lord Bless all of you for your 

benevolence. 

 

We rely on our faith and our Heavenly Father’s plan. Our faith encourages us to be kind 

and compassionate, to be the good.  The compassion of others has buoyed us up and 

we hope this can continue across our community as so many lives have been affected, 

including the parents of these two boys. We pray that as a world wide community that 

has come together to rally for our Des, we can now begin to heal together. 

 


